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Guide Organization & Rationale
MOONSHINE MURDER

Rationale for the Teacher’s / Parent’s Guide

 This guide is designed for grades 6-12. Each section allows for pre-assessment, checking 
comprehension, post-assessment, and recursivity. For the teacher’s / parent’s convenience, a 
calendar for teaching the novel is provided. This guide is aligned with the ELA Common Core 
State Standards and fulfill protocol requirements used by almost every state.The calendar has 
a column where the State Standards may be written, and is a half-page size for students to keep 
as book marks. There are also many overhead friendly pages. Before Reading: Will include 
material such as “Extra, Extra Read All About It” background information, vocabulary, literary 
concepts, pre-assessment, and on-going activities.

 After Reading: Will include material such as short answer questions keyed to Bloom’s 
Taxonomy: Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, and Evaluation, 
activities (individual and group), essays / projects, recursive questions that connect the reading 
to other ideas, chapters, life experiences, subjects, post-assessment, and final assessment.

   The guide is to be used in sections: chapters 1-5, chapters 6-10, chapters 11-15, and 
chapter 16-19. The chapters are grouped in the sections to address specific literary concepts, 
significant historical facts, to create context, and to show the movement and connection of 
plot. 

 This book is designed to be taught across the curriculum. There are numerous activities 
/ projects that could be used by the Social Studies as well as the Language Arts / Reading 
teacher. 

 In the guide is a field trip permission slip and list of field trips appropriate to accompany 
the novel as well as my contact information. I am available as a guest speaker or team-teacher in 
your classroom. I am licensed to teach in the state of Colorado, New Mexico, and California.











 

 

Date:______________________    

Dear Parent(s) / Guardian(s) 

Our class has been studying the novel, MOONSHINE MURDER by Erin S. Gray. The novel is a 

historical fiction account of Silverton and Durango during the 1920’s prohibition. Our class will 

be following the main character, Lenora’s, adventure on a field trip. We will be making the 

following stops: 

 Mayflower Mill      Durango & Silverton Narrow 

 Old Hundred Mining Tour     Gauge Railroad   

 Downtown Silverton     Downtown Durango   

 San Juan County Museum     Santa Rita Park 

 Animas Museum  

       

The field trip is scheduled for: ___________________.We hope that your student can attend the 

field trip as they will be enhancing the learning experience with visual evidence of what they 

have read. The field trip is aligned with the ELA Common Core State Standards. If your student 

can attend, please sign, date, and return this form to me by:_____________________. If you 

have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to contact me at:____________________. Thank 

you. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

My student, ______________________________, has permission to attend the MOONSHINE 

MURDER field trip on ___________________________. 

Signature____________________________________ Date___________________ 











  

Sections 1-4 Plot

Name______________________ Date______________

Directions: Fill in the following Plot chart by recording the events in 
order from beginning to end.   

____ / ____ pts ____%

Beginning Middle / Rising Action Climax Falling Action Resolution

MOONSHINE MURDER
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